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has a crest, in some a^spreadjiand,1 in others a sort of plume, and not unfrequently a crest resembling a grenade, formed of the precious metals, and set with stones of great value.
On the base of the Tazia the several articles are placed conceived likely to have been used by Hosein at Kraabaallah ; a turban of gold or silver tissue, a splendid sword and belt, the handle and hilt set with precious stones, a shield, the Arabian bow and arrows. These ancient emblems of royalty-are indispensable in order to do honour to Hosein, in the view they take of his sovereign right to be the head or leader of the true Mussulmauns. Wax lights, red and green, are also placed in great numbers about its base, in silver or glass candlesticks ; and censers of gold and silver, burning incense perpetually during Mahurrum. Many other minor tributes to the Emaums are discovered near the Tazia, as choice fruits and garlands of sweet-scented flowers, the offerings of ladies of the family to their relative's Tazia.
Amongst the poorer classes of the people an equal proportion of zealous spirit is evinced ; and according to their several abilities, so they commemorate the period, interesting alike to all. Those who cannot compass the real splendour of an Emaum-baarah, are satisfied with an imitative one in the best hall their habitation affords ; and, where mirrors and chandeliers are not available, they are content to do honour to the Emaums with lamps of uberacjv, which in truth are pleasing substitutes at a small price : these lamps are made in a variety of pretty shapes, curiously painted, and ingeniously ornamented with cut paper ; they burn oil in them, and, when well arranged, and diversified with their wonted taste, produce a good light, and pleasing effect.
The banners of Hosein^ in the houses of the poor, are formed of materials according to their humble means, from tinsel
1 The spread hand designates the Sheah sect. There are times whoix holding up the spread hand declares the Shoah, whilst the Soonie is distinguished by his holding up three fingers only. In villages, the spread hand is marked on the walls where Sheahs reside during Mahurrum. [Author.]
[The five spread fingers are regarded as emblematical of the Prophet, Fatimah, *Ali, Hasan, and Husain. Tho Sumils prefer three fingers, signifying the first three Caliphs. In its ultimate origin, the spread hand is a charm against demons and evil spirits.]